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Fellow Public Health Professional:

1.  
As a leader in your county or state’s public health efforts, we invite you to nominate persons and programs who have made a real difference in the health and well-being of your community.   Nominees may come from traditional public health disciplines, or from the myriad of entities that support public health from outside the conventional boundaries.  Remember, the public’s health is impacted by free space, exercise, volunteer efforts, nutrition, community groups, mental health programs, educators, medical providers, economic issues, elected officials and SO MUCH MORE!  If you have a person or group who has positively impacted some aspect of the Public’s Health, please consider nominating them for an award.  We encourage you to submit as many nominations as you consider appropriate. 
2.  
As you consider who is deserving of these awards, please also consider who else is knowledgeable about public health activities in your community and may wish to submit nominations.  Please send copies of the packet to those persons with a copy of this cover letter or one of your own.

The awards will be given at the “Awards Luncheon” on September 15, 2010 at the MPHA Conference to be held in Helena.  Registration forms will be available the first part of August.
Thank you for your efforts to recognize deserving public health folks in your community.  This is one committee that wants to be deluged with work.  There are a lot of individuals and programs out there that need our acknowledgment and appreciation.  

3. 
We are also looking for nominations of individuals for several offices on the Executive Board of MPHA.  The position descriptions and nomination form are enclosed

We hope to see you in September for the annual meeting and conference.    Please be sure to return your Award Nomination by July 12, 2010.
In Good Health,
Brigid O’Connor RN and Frances Hodgson RN
Co-Chairs of the Awards and Nominations Committee 

Award Nomination Process 2010
· Choose someone to be honored and decide which award best “fits”

· Complete the nomination form and get other letters of nomination if desired.

· Send your completed nomination to Frances Hodgson, Awards and Nominations  Committee Co-Chairperson

· Be prepared to offer congratulations!

What is the deadline?  
Nominations MUST be received by July 12, 2010 to provide time for the committee to meet and to arrange for the awards.

Where do I send my completed nomination?  
Send completed nominations to the awards committee chairman:
Fran Hodgson RN 

Blaine County Health Department


PO Box 516

Chinook, MT. 59523

Who can answer my questions?  Call any member of the Nominations and Awards Committee, or your MPHA regional Vice President.   The members of the Awards Committee are as follows:

	Brigid O’Connor RN 
Committee Co-Chairman
Northwest Regional Vice President
258-3896

Oconnorb2@ho.missoula.mt.us 

	Fran Hodgson RN

Committee Co-Chairman

North Central Regional Vice President

356-2345

fhodgson@co.blaine.mt.gov  


	Joan Paulson  

Flathead City County Health Dept.
751-8118
jpaulson@flathead.mt.gov 

	Judy Griffin

Ravalli County Health Dept.

375-6675

jgriffin@ravallicounty.mt.gov 


	Peggy Stevens
Mineral County Health Dept.
822-3564
mchd@montana.com 
	Julie Serstad 

Missoula City County Health Dept.

258-4986

serstadj@ho.missoula.mt.us 


	Molly Hale
Riverstone Health

247-3320

Molly.Hal@riverstonehealth.org 

	


The committee extends its sincere thanks for your participation in the MPHA awards process. 
Be sure to join us at MPHA in Helena on September 14-16, 2010, for a really great meeting!

MONTANA PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
AWARD NOMINATION FORM

1.  Who are you nominating?

Name: __________________________________________________________

    Address: __________________________City, _______________________________

    Phone (work) __________________________Home______________________
2.  Who is nominating this individual/group?



Your Name: ______________________________________________________
    Address: _________________________________________________________

    Phone: Home: ___________________________Work: ____________________
    Signature: ________________________________________________________
3.  This nomination is for (check all that applies.)

    _____ Mary E. Soules Distinguished Service Award


     (Outstanding Public Health Contributions in Montana - 1 award per year.)

    _____ Career Achievement Award 


     (25 years or more in Montana Public Health)

    _____ Marlene Stellmon New Public Health Worker Award

              (Recognizes someone new to public health within past 3-5 years – 1 award per year.)
    _____ Jerry Cormier Award

              (Recognizes an Environmental Health Specialist who has made an outstanding    
    contribution towards Montana’s Public Health System– 1 award per year.)

    _____ Exemplary Service Award (1 recipient per region)

    _____ Presidents’ Award 

     (Organization or agency with statewide impact - 1 award per year)

    _____ Elaine M. Fordyce Award

              (Excellence in Prevention, Investigation and Surveillance of Communicable Diseases)

    _____ Please consider this person for any award for which he/she is eligible.  
              (This is helpful to the committee when many excellent nominations are received.)

4.  Attachment:
· Please attach information which describes why this person should be nominated, keeping in mind the criteria for the award.  Include details that describe the contributions this person has made, being specific as to dates and locations.  Please DO NOT SUBSTITUTE a resume for your reason for nominating someone.
· Additional letters of reference are very helpful. 

5.  Mail complete nomination packet to:
Fran Hodgson RN 

Blaine County Health Department
PO Box 516

Chinook, MT. 59523
Fax: 357-3891
MPHA Awards available for nominations:
MARY E. SOULES DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Mary E. Soules, MD was Director of the Disease Control Division of the state health department at the time of her unexpected death in 1972.  “Dr. Mary” was a friend to all who knew and worked with her and represented all of what public health is about.  It is fitting that MPHA’s highest honor and ward be given annually to the one person selected by his/her peers who have exemplified public health principles and practices throughout their career in Montana.  Specific criteria to be nominated for the Mary E. Soules award include:

· Outstanding contribution towards Montana Community Health;

· Professionals and non-professionals are eligible (need not be a member of MPHA);

· Selection based upon nominations submitted by the awards deadline;

· Current resume’, letters of recommendation, and all supporting documentation must be available to the Awards Committee by the awards deadline;

· Limited to one award per year.
MARLENE STELLMON AWARD

At the 1996 MPHA Annual Meeting, the membership voted to create a new award honoring the life of Marlene Stellmon, a public health nurse and nurse consultant for the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services.  Marlene’s support of new public health workers, especially the public health nurse, was the impetus of this award.  In 1997, the first Marlene Stellmon Award was presented to a public health worker who had made an impact within their first 3-5 years of employment in public health.  Criteria for nomination include:

· Professional and non-professional who have been working in the field of public health for 3-5 years are eligible;

· Nominations must come from someone who has knowledge of the person’s potential for a public health career.

PRESIDENT’S AWARD: 
Montana Organizations and Agencies


The MPHA President’s Award was established as a way for public health leadership to show its appreciation for work performed in support of priority public health issues in the State of Montana.  This award, chosen by the MPHA Awards Committee and President, honors an organization or agency whose program or project has a significant statewide impact and meets the following additional criteria:

· Montana-based government, public, private, non-profit or profit organizations are eligible;

· Must reflect an ONGOING activity in the field of public health.
JERRY CORMIER AWARD:
 Jerry Cormier, RS, served as the Department of Public Health and Human Services’ (DPHHS) Environmental Health Specialist in Eastern Montana.  To many, he was considered the department’s “one-man eastern office” for decades.  Jerry’s was often the first, and sometimes the only, face of DPHHS for business owners and sanitarians in much of the state.  His commitment to public safety in the state’s food and pool programs was uncompromising, continuing during serious illness and until his untimely death in 2009.  Jerry never stopped emphasizing the role of Environmental Health Professionals in the broader landscape of Montana’s Public Health System.  This award commemorates this commitment and honors Environmental Health Professionals who work across our public health programs to strengthen our public health system.  Criteria for nomination include:

· An Environmental Health Specialist who has made an outstanding contribution towards Montana’s Public Health System;

· 
        Professional and non-professional who have been working in the field of public     
         health for 3-5 years are eligible

EXEMPLARY SERVICE AWARD:
Public Health Worker

This award honors exemplary performance in public health by the individual.  These awards are given (one per region) to those who have been nominated as providing support and/or expertise above and beyond what is customary.  A letter of nomination is required for this award and there must be documentation of the person’ impact on public health.

Elaine M. Fordyce Award


This award honors exemplary performance in communicable disease control.  Efforts include mentoring new public health nurses with wisdom and expertise and collaborating with community partners to develop a “team” approach to disease control.

CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: 
25 (Plus) YEARS


WOW! 25 years!  Recognize a colleague and honor their commitment to public health by nominating them for a length of service award.  To be considered, the recipient should be a public health worker who has worked for more than 24 years in Montana. 

[image: image2.png]



For Committee Use Only


Date received: ______________________


Nomination Complete: Yes ____ No ____


Nominee Notified: Yes ____ No ____ 


By Whom: ______________________________________


Committee Recommendation:_______________________


_______________________________________________











